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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Disoway 
New CINCUSAFE 


Maj Gen McCarty 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Reorganization of 
Tactical Unit 
Assignments 


49 
1963 


81,866 (7,917 officers; 52,692 enlisted; 
2,825 US civilians; and 18,432 European 
nationals). 


1,254 (F-100C/D/F, F-101A/C, F-102A, 
TF-102A, JF-102, F-105D, B-57C, RB-57D, 
B-57E, B-66B, RB-66B/C, RF-101C, KB-50, 
C-130, C-47, C-54, C-97, C-117, C-118, 
C-121, C-131, T-29, T-33, T-39, UH/HH-19, 
CH/HH-21, U-6A, and U-10B) plus 114 CGM-13B 
Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 65th Air Division, Spain; 
86th Air Division, Germany; 322d Air Divi- 
sion, France; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


9 (six tactical fighter wings, two tactical 
reconnaissance wings, and one tactical mis- 
sile wing) plus six interceptor squadrons 


Total not available but about the same as 
1961-1962, approximately 30 primary instal- 
lations. 


On 1 August Gen Gabriel P. Disoway became 
the USAFE Commander in Chief, succeeding Gen 
Truman H. Landon, who retired. 


Lt Gen Richard M. Montgomery, USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief. 


On 29 January, Maj Gen Chester E. McCarty 
was assigned as Chief of Staff, replacing 
Maj Gen Romulus W. Puryear, who was reas- 
Signed. 


On 1 September Third Air Force regained con- 
trol of USAFE units in England which it had 
lost 1 July 1961. Seventeenth Air Force 
retained control of tactical units on the 
continent. 
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OPERATIONS 


First F-105 
Rotational Squadron 


Redeployment of 
Berlin Crisis Units 


Exercise BIG LIFT 


Support for India 
Against Communist 
China 


1963 


On 1 April USAFE received its first F-105 
rotational TAC squadron with the arrival of 
the 344th Tactical Fighter Squadron at Moron 
AB, Spain. SAC KC-135 tankers were used for 
the first time to refuel a TAC rotational 
unit during deployment. 


During the fall, the F-84 units activated 
after the Berlin Crisis in 1961 were 
redeployed to the CONUS. The four bases in 
France they occupied were left in standby or 
dispersed operational status. 


From 22 October-21 November, Exercise BIG 
LIFT provided a dramatic illustration of the 
US capability for rapid reinforcement of 
NATO's defenses. In the largest and fastest 
deployment of troops in US military history, 
MATS deployed 14,893 troops and 116 tons of 
equipment of the 2d Armored Division from 
Texas to USAFE bases in Germany and France. 
The airlift portion was completed in 63 
hours and 20 minutes. In addition, a TAC 
Composite Air Strike Force (CASF) of 69 
fighter and reconnaissance aircraft 
deployed to USAFE bases with support air- 
craft and 682 personnel. The CASF joined 
USAFE tactical units to provide 757 close 
air support and reconnaissance sortie for 
the 40,000 Army troops engaged in the NATO 
field training exercise portion of the mane- 
uvers. 


From 2 November 1962 to 29 August 1963, 
airlift support was provided the Indian Army 
defending the northern’ border against 
incursions by Communist Chinese forces. At 
the end of the latter month, the 317th Troop 
Carrier Wing's C-130s were withdrawn after 
airlifting 24,299 tons of cargo and 18,606 
passengers. 


On 15 May USAFE Project Mercury contingency 
recovery elements were deployed to Morocco, 
Libya, Nigeria, Aden, Kenya, Rhodesia, and 
Mauritius for Maj L.C. Cooper's historic and 
final 22-orbit Mercury flight in the Faith-7 
capsule. 


Humanitarian Operations 
Flood Disaster Aid 


Earthquake 
Disaster Aid 


5] 


1963 


The flight of a USAFE T-39 to Berlin on 
27 June was the first time a purely military 
US jet aircraft was flown in the air corri- 
dors to Berlin. 


On 29 November USAFE completed the with- 
drawal of the USAF contingent from Leopold- 
ville, Republic of the Congo. 


The removal from Morocco of US military 
personnel and materiel was completed on 
16 December. 


The NATO Status of Forces Agreement became 
effective in Germany on 1 July. For the 
first time since the end of World War II, US 
military personnel in Germany became sub- 
ject to German law. 


In January 100,000 people were victims of a 
flood disaster in Rabat Province, Morocco. 
Some 700,000 Ibs of supplies and equipment 
along with medical teams and support person- 
nel were airlifted into the area. Also 
deployed were US Army and Air Force helicop- 
ters for emergency evacuation flights. A 
highlight was the first use on a mercy mis- 
sion of a T-39 Sabreliner. It rushed criti- 
cally needed typhoid vaccine from Germany to 
Sidi Slimane AB in 3%-hours. 


Within four hours of a severe earthquake at 
Barce, Libya, six USAFE aircraft on 
21 February lifted rescue and medical per- 
sonnel and supplies from Wheelus AB to the 
disaster scene. A USAF 36-bed hospital was 
later flown from Wheelus by C-130s to Benina 
near the stricken city. 


On 27 July 322d Air Division airlifted the 
US Army's 8th Evacuation Hospital from 
Germany to aid earthquake victims at Skopje, 
Yugoslavia. A fleet of 25 USAFE C-130s 
transported 275 Army medical personnel and 
their 532,000 Ibs of equipment to Belgrade. 
Other USAF C-130s and C-124s flew medical 
supplies, blood plasma, food, and clothing 
to the stricken province. 


In September, a similar response to that in 
Libya and Yugoslavia was extended to an 
earthquake disaster area in northwestern 
Iran. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


ORGANIZATION 


1964 


76,197 (7,317 officers; 49,665 enlisted; 
2,765 US civilians; and 16,450 European 
nationals). 


1,079 (B-66B, RB-66B/C, F-100C/D/F, 
F-101A/C, RF-101C, T/F- 102A, F-105D/F, 
T/B-57E/C, CH-21B, CH/UH- 19B, U-10B, U-6A, 
T-39A, 1-33A, V/C/T- 29A/B, C-130A, 
V/C-131A/D, C-123D, C-121A, C-118A, 
V/C-117A/B, KC-97G, V/C-54D/G/E/M, and 
V/C-47A/D) plus 112 MGM-13A and CGM-13B Mace 
missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 65th Air Division, Spain; 
86th Air Division, Germany; and TUSLOG, 
Turkey. 


9 (six tactical fighter wings, two tactical 
reconnaissance wings, and one tactical mis- 
sile wing) plus four interceptor squadrons. 


Total not available but about the same as 
1961-1963, approximately 30 primary instal- 
lations. 


Gen Gabriel P. Disoway, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


Lt Gen Richard M. Montgomery, USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief. 


Maj Gen Chester E. McCarty, Chief of Staff. 


The 322d Air Division was transferred from 
USAFE to MATS on 1 April. 


On 1 July the 7272d Air Base Group at 
Wheelus AB, Libya, was redesignated and 
reorganized as the 7272d Flying Training 
Wing. 


The 65th Air Division was discontinued in 
Spain on 31 December. Rotational TAC squad- 
rons returned to permanent station in the 
CONUS. 
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1964 


USAFE's sole air refueling component, the 
420th Air Refueling Sq, was discontinued at 
RAF Sculthorpe on 25 May. 


OPERATIONS 


Attacks on As a result of the shooting down of two 

USAFE Aircraft USAFE aircraft, on 28 January and 10 March, 
when they strayed over East Germany, 
CINCUSAFE on 14 March imposed a buffer zone 
which extended and widened the existing Air 
Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) in 
central Europe along the West German- 
Communist Bloc border. Special procedures 
for positive control of aircraft in the 
buffer zone were established. 


412L System On 15 March, five 412L Air Weapons Control 

Acceptance System sites were turned over to USAFE, 
constituting initial acceptance of the new 
system. 


Mace Missiles Hardened complexes for the first USAFE 
Operational CGM-13B Mace missiles became operational on 
27 June. 


Humanitarian Operations 


UN Support in Cyprus USAFE-controlled C-130s and C-124s air- 
lifted 3,351 United Nations Peace Keeping 
Force troops and 405 tons of cargo to Cyprus 
between 3 April and 13 June. 


Flood Disaster Aid Aid was extended in the spring to the resi- 
dents of a flooded area near Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia. 

Congo Civil War In November 15 USAFE C-130s made possible 


the timely delivery of Belgian paratroopers 

; in a rescue operation. In what was probably 

7 the longest combat airlift on record, a 

Belgian airborne battalion was moved from 

its home base to a forward staging area at 

Ascension Island for air-dropping into the 

rebel-held cities of Stanleyville and 

Paulis. The operation was credited with 

saving the lives of nearly 1,000 hostages 
threatened by rebels. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Holloway 
New CINCUSAFE 


Acting Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 
ACW Change 


Tactical Control Group 


1965 


74,436 (7,320 officers; 48,807 enlisted; 
3,032 US civilians; and 15,277 European 
nationals). 


985 (B-66B, RB-66B/C, F-100C/D/F, F-101C, 
RF-101C, T/F- 102A, F-105D/F, F-4C, RF-4C, 
U-6A, U-10B, UH/HH- 19B, V/C/T-29A/8, 
T-33A, 1T-39A, V/C-47A/D, V/C-54D/E/G/M, 
T/RB-57C/F, K/C-97G, C-118, C-121A, C-123B, 
C-130A, V/C-131A/D, and EC-135A/H) plus 113 
MGM-13A and CGM-13B Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 86th Air Division, Germany; 
and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (six tactical fighter wings, four tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and one tactical 
missile wing) plus four interceptor squad- 
rons. 


34 primary installations. 


On 1 August Gen Bruce K. Holloway became the 
USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing Gen 
Gabriel P. Disoway who became commander of 
TAC e 


Lt Gen Richard M. Montgomery, USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief. 


On 5 November, General Montgomery also 
became the Acting Chief of Staff after the 
reassignment of Brig Gen Chester E. McCarty. 


With the inactivation of the 65th Air Divi- 
sion and its seven squadrons in Spain on 
1 January, the air control radar system was 
turned over to the Spanish Air Force. 


On 15 February the 601st Tactical Control 
Group was activated at Sembach AB, Germany. 


OPERATIONS 
Completion of 412L 


Berlin Corridor 


First RF-4C 


First F-4C 


First EC-135 


Humanitarian Operations 


Tunisia 


Morocco 


UN-Cyprus 


Congo 


oS 
1965 


On 4 January the 412L Air Weapons Control 
System took over all USAFE air defense and 
Buffer Zone functions. 


On 7 April Russian jet fighters climaxed a 
week of mounting harrassment by flying over 
West Berlin to buzz a West German parliamen- 
tary meeting, fire blank cannon shells, and 
cause sonic booms by diving over western 
power installations and airfields at alti- 
tudes of 300 feet or less. Western power 
air operations continued in the Berlin cor- 
ridors despite Soviet fighter aproaches 
within 100 feet of aircraft flying the 
corridors both above and below 6,500 feet. 


The first RF-4C arrived at the 10th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Wing, RAF Alconbury, on 
12 May. 


The first F-4C arrived at the 81st Tactical 
Fighter Wing, RAF Bentwaters, on 4 October. 


The first EC-135 airborne command post air- 
craft arrived at RAF Mildenhall on 
1 November. 


In January approximately 10 tons of bedding 
were airlifted to Djerba/Mellita Airport on 
the island of Djerba for delivery to the 
nearby Tunisian seacoast town of Zarzis 
which had been flooded. 


On 30 December TAC rotational C-130s air- 
lifted 125 tons of tents to Rabat, Morocco, 
for Ksar-es-Souk flood victims. 


The JCS directed that USAFE provide airlift 
to and from Cyprus during the period 
30 March to 23 May for 2,978 Irish and 
Danish UN peacekeeping troops and 76 tons of 
cargo. 


The airlift to the Congo begun in December 
1964 came to an end on 19 April after C-130 
and C-124 aircraft under USAFE control had 
airlifted 47 passengers and 168 tons of 
cargo in flights between bases in Italy, 
Germany, Belgium, France, and the Congo. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Preston 
New CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen Agan 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


ORGANIZATION 


Withdrawal of 
French Forces 
from NATO 


1966 


75,089 (7,214 officers; 50,998 enlisted; 
1,784 US civilians; and 15,093 European 
nationals). 


884 (F-4C/D, RF-4C, F-100C/D/F, RF-101C, 
T/TF-102A, F-105D/F, U-6A, U-10B, UH/HH-19, 
VT/T-29, T-33A, T-39, C/VC-47A, C/VC-54, 
T/RB-57C, K/C-97, C/VC-117, C-118, C-121, 
C-123, C-130, C/VC-131, and EC-135) plus 19 
CGM-13B Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air _ Force, 
Germany; 86th Air Division, Germany; and 
TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (seven tactical fighter wings, three tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and one troop 
carrier wing) plus four interceptor squad- 
rons and one tactical missile squadron. 


Total not available but approximately 30 
primary installations. 


On 1 August Gen Maurice A. Preston became 
USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing Gen 
Bruce K. Holloway, who became Air Force Vice 
Chief of Staff. 


On 1 September Lt Gen Arthur C. Agan, Jr., 
became USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, 
replacing Lt Gen Richard M. Montgomery who 
retired. General Agan continued also in 
General Montgomery's second position as 
Chief of Staff. 


On 7 March Gen Charles de Gaulle, in a 
letter to President Lyndon 8B. Johnson, 
announced his decision to cease participa- 
tion in the integrated commands of Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers, Europe (SHAPE) 
and Allied Forces Central Europe (AFCENT), 
and no longer to place French forces at the 
disposal of NATO. On 29 March France 
informed NATO that the termination of her 
assignment of ground and air forces in West 


Transfer of 
Sixteenth Air Force 
from SAC 


New Paris Office 
for USAFE 


Inactivation of the 
Sole Missile Wing 


OPERATIONS 


First F-4D 


Palomares Accident 


57 


1966 


Germany to NATO and the withdrawal of all 
French military personnel from all NATO 
headquarters would be effective on 1 July, 
and that NATO headquarters and forces sta- 
tioned in France should be removed by 
1 April 1967. Accordingly, a plan for Fast 
Relocation (FRELOC) was soon implemented. 
The 513th Troop Carrier Wing evacuated 
Evreux AB on 1 July and became operational 
at RAF Mildenhall on 15 August. The 322d 
Air Division (MAC) relocated from Chateauroux 
AS to RAF High Wycombe, England, between 
5 July and 25 August. The 66th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Wing relocated from Laon AB 
to RAF Upper Heyford between 10 August and 
10 October. The 22d Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Squadron moved from Toul-Rosieres AB 
to Mt Home AFB, Idaho, on 18 September for 
dual basing in the CONUS and Europe. 


On 15 April USAFE assumed command of the 
Sixteenth Air Force in Spain from SAC. It 
inherited Torrejon, Moron, and Zaragoza Air 
Bases and ancillary bases and facilities. 


On 30 June the USAFE office building at 22 
Rue de la Tremoille, Paris, was released to 
the French upon the expiration of the lease. 
Activities and staff of the forward office 
were moved to a US Army building at 32 Rue 
Marbeauf in the same city. 


By 1 September the MGM-13A Mace weapons sys- 
tem had been phased out of the USAFE inven- 
tory, and the 38th Tactical Missile Wing was 
inactivated on 25 September. Remaining in 
the inventory was one CGM-13B Mace squadron. 


On 22 March the first F-4D arrived at the 
36th Tactical Fighter Wing, Bitburg AB, 
Germany. 


A SAC B-52 and a KC-135 tanker collided on 
17 January during a refueling operation 
over the southern coast of Spain. USAFE 
provided support during the ensuing clean- 
up operations and search for a lost atomic 
weapon. 
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Humanitarian Operations 
Turkey 


1966 


In August four Turkish provinces located in 
eastern Anatolia near the Soviet, Iranian, 
and Iraqi borders were struck by an intense 
earthquake. Responding immediately, USAFE 
aircraft flew in 95,412 lbs of aid including 
a 36-bed hospital, a 5,100-gallon water fil- 
tration unit, generators, blankets, medi- 
cines, food, and medical personnel to care 
for the injured. 


On 11 November the area around Florence, 
Italy, suffered a major flood. USAFE air- 
lifted 209 tons of emergency medical sup- 
plies and 91 technicians into the disaster 
area. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 
COMMAND LEADERSHIP 
Lt Gen Merrell 


New Vice CINCUSAFE 


New Chiefs of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Relocation from France 


ao 
1967 


72,015 (6,870 officers; 49,633 enlisted; 
1,897 US civilians; and 13,585 European 
nationals). 


730 (F-4D, F-100C/D, F-102A, RF-4C, 
RF-101C, C-130E, B-57, C-97G, T-29, 
C-123B, C-47A, U-10B, and EC-135) plus CGM-13B 
Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; 86th Air Division, Germany; and 
TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (seven tactical fighter wings, three tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and one troop 
carrier wing) plus four interceptor squad- 
rons and one tactical missile squadron. 


Total not available but approximately 25 
primary installations. 


Gen Maurice A. Preston, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


On 1 August Lt Gen Jack G. Merrell was 
assigned as USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, 
replacing Lt Gen Arthur C. Agan, Jr., who 
was reassigned as commander of ADC. 


On 16 January the separate position of Chief 
of Staff was restored. Brig Gen David C. 
Jones was appointed to fill the position. 
On 2 July Brig Gen Richard F. Shaefer was 
the new incumbent. 


Between 20-31 March, the nine major USAFE 
air bases in France were released to the US 
Military Liquidation Section for further 
action. By the latter date USAFE had com- 
pleted the relocation of about 33,000 USAFE 
personnel and dependents, shipment of over 
85,000 tons of materiel, and the release of 
77 installations, including the forward 
operating office in Paris. 
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Dual Basing 


OPERATIONS 


Air Refueling Support 


Third Arab-Israeli War 


Humanitarian Operations 
Torrey Canyon 


Earthquake 
in Turkey 


1967 


On 2 May the US announced that the loss of 
French bases and American units stationed 
there, four USAFE tactical fighter squad- 
rons, together with a substantial number of 
USAREUR troops, would be returned to the 
CONUS, where they would be dual based. 
Although stationed in the US they would be 
maintained ready to deploy to Europe on 
short notice. 


In May Air National Guard KC-97L units began 
rotational deployments, known as Operation 
Creek Party, to Rhein-Main in order to pro- 
vide air refueling support for USAFE. This 
was at first envisioned as an interim mea- 
sure to compensate for a reduction in sup- 
port provided by KC-135s. 


War between the Israelis and the Arab states 
was renewed on 5 June. The full USAFE 
Battle Staff was activated to take necessary 
action. About 1,000 US citizens were 
brought to Wheelus AB, Libya, from off-base 
locations because of growing local hostil- 
ity. The next day some 7,095 US citizens 
and third country national personnel were 
airlifted from Wheelus to USAFE bases in 
Europe. Between 10-11 June, 812 US citizens 
and third country nationals were also evacu- 
ated from Jordan by USAFE transports. 


A US Air Force task force of 86 persons and 
14 fire fighting pumpers, dump trucks, and 
other support vehicles from Third Air Force 
bases assisted British authorities in the 
supertanker Torrey Canyon oi] clean-up on 
24 April. 


On 21 July an earthquake rocked Adapazarc 
near Istanbul, Turkey. USAFE provided medi- 
cal supplies for use by Turkish authorities 
in aiding the victims. An offer of an 
American medical team was made but proved 
unnecessary as the Turks had adequate medi- 
cal personnel available. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 
Aircraft Assigned 
Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Wade 
NEW CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen Smith 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Brig Gen MacDonald 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


New Mission Statement 
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1968 


66,974 (6,472 officers; 45,100 enlisted; 
1,975 US civilians; and 13,427 European 
nationals). 


730 (F-4D, F-100D, F-102A, RF-4C, RF-101C, 
C-130E, C-47A, EC-135, C-97G) plus CGM-13B 
Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (seven tactical fighter wings, three tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, one tactical 
airlift wing) plus one separate fighter 
interceptor squadron and one tactical mis- 
sile squadron. 


Total not available but about the same as 
1967: approximately 25 primary installa- 
tions. 


On 1 August Gen Horace M. Wade became USAFE 
Commander in Chief, replacing Gen Maurice A. 
Preston, who retired. 


On 29 May Lt Gen Robert N. Smith became 
USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, replacing Gen 
Jack G. Merrell, who was reassigned as com- 
mander of Air Force Logistics Command. 


On 4 July Brig Gen William R. MacDonald 
became Chief of Staff, replacing Maj Gen 
Richard F. Shaefer, who was reassigned. 


A revised USAFE mission statement on 
6 August deleted previous stipulations of 
CINCUSAFE responsibility for carrying out 
"other missions or tasks not within the pur- 
view of USCINCEUR as directed by Air Force 
Headquarters" and of the general geographic 
boundaries of his dual unified command and 
Air Force major command responsibilities. 
It added specific statements of CINCUSAFE's 
responsibility for Special Operations 
training and support of indigenous forces in 
USCINCEUR's area. 


Aeromedical Evacuation 
Responsibilities 


Sixteenth Air Force 


Responsibilities 


Inactivation of 
86th Air Division 


Humanitarian Operaticns 
Sicily 


Greece 


Ethiopia 


1968 


Headquarters USAF approved the reassignment 
of intratheater aeromedical evacuation 
responsibilities from MAC to USAFE on 
10 September. 


On 18 October Headquarters USAF approved 
placing all USAFE units in the Mediterranean 
area under the Sixteenth Air Force. 


The 86th Air Division was inactivated on 
14 November and its fighter interceptor 
squadrons integrated into the existing wing 
structure. 


USAFE conducted a humanitarian airlift from 
16 January to 2 February to assist the 
Italian Government in caring for the victims 
of a devastating earthquake which occurred 
in Sicily on 15 January. During the air- 
lift, C-124s and C-130s under USAFE's opera- 
tional control airlifted 107 passengers and 
423,054 lbs of food, tents, blankets, medi- 
cal supplies, and other needed items for the 
homeless and injured. 


Greek authorities requested USAFE help for 
victims of an earthquake which struck two 
Greek Islands on 20 February. The 7206th 
Combat Support Group at Athenai Airport, 
Greece, provided 1,400 blankets, medical 
supplies, and 27 tents. The tents provided 
temporary shelter for 700 people made home- 
less by the quake. 


USAFE made a C-124 available for 15 May to 
help transport 95 tons of emergency supplies 
to Ethiopia to alleviate suffering caused by 
severe floods. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_ of December) 


Personnel Assigned 
Aircraft Assigned 
Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Holapple 
New CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen Simler 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Brig Gen Gunderson 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Addition of 
Zweibruecken AB 
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1969 


63,976 (6,151 officers; 44,187 enlisted; 
1,812 US civilians; and 11,826 European 
nationals). 


730 (F-4D, F-100C/D, F-102A, RF-4C, 
RF-101C, C-130E, C-47A, EC-135, C-97G, 
EB-57E, HH-3E, HH-43B, HC-130H, and EB-66). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (seven tactical fighter wings, three tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and one tacti- 
cal airlift wing) plus one separate tactical 
fighter squadron. 


Total not available but about the same as 
1967-1968: approximately 25 primary 
installations. 


On 1 February Gen Joseph R. Holzapple 
became USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing 
Gen Horace M. Wade, who was reassigned as 
Chief of Staff, SHAPE. General Holzapple 
had previously been USAFE Chief of Staff, 
1957-1958. 


On 25 July Lt Gen George B. Simler became 
USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, replacing Lt 
Gen Robert N. Smith, who was reassigned as 
commander of US Forces in Korea. 


On 1 August Brig Gen Brian S. Gunderson was 
assigned as Chief of Staff, replacing Brig 
Gen William R. MacDonald, who was reas- 
signed. 


USAFE assumed control of Zweibruecken AB, 
Germany, from the Royal Canadian Air Force 
on 1 September, and the 86th Tactical 
Fighter Wing was activated there on 
1 November. 
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Last Mace Unit 
Inactivated 


Withdrawal from 
Wheelus AB 


OPERATIONS 


Crested Cap Exercise 


Air Refueling Support 


First F-4E 


Humanitarian Operations 


Tunisia 


1969 


The 71st Tactical Missile Squadron was 
inactivated on 30 April at Bitburg AB, 
Germany, the last Mace missile unit to be 
eliminated from the weapon system inven- 
tory. 


On 15 December the US officially agreed to 
withdraw from Wheelus AB, Libya. 


The first annual Crested Cap exercise of 
dual-based aircraft was conducted’ in 
January. After arrival of the F-4Ds at 
Spangdahlem AB, Germany, from TAC's state- 
Side 49th Tactical Fighter Wing and 417th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, they partici- 
pated in USAREUR's first annual Reforger 
field training exercise. 


Creek Party air refueling support passed its 
second anniversary on 1 May. By May 1969, 
the KC-97s had crossed the Atlantic Ocean 
more than 500 times and poured 25 million 
gallons of fuel into USAFE jet aircraft 
without any accidents. 


The first F-4E arrived at the 32d TFS, Camp 
New Amsterdam, the Netherlands, on 5 August. 


On 8 October, three helicopters and crews 
deployed from Wheelus AB to operating sites 
in Tunisia to provide rescue assistance to 
that flood-devastated country. By the mis- 
sion's end on 14 October, the "choppers" had 
flown 108 sorties and saved the lives of 433 
persons. However, heavy rains on 22 October 
brought renewed flooding, and the mission 
had to be resumed. USAFE pilots continued 
their mercy flights, delivering tons of 
needed supplies and saving countless lives 
until 3 November, when the Air Force 
resources were released. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 
Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Ellis 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


ORGANIZATION 


Possible Move of 
Headquarters USAFE 


Closure of 
Wheelus AB 
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1970 


57,219 (5,906 officers; 38,531 enlisted; 
1,760 US civilians; and 11,022 European 
nationals). 


770 (F-4C/D/E, F-100D/F, EB-66C/E, B/EB- 
57B/E, RF-4C, C-130E, C-118, C-131, C-47, 
U-10, C-123, C-97G, C-7A, EC-135, HC-130H, 
HC-130HP, HH-3E). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (seven tactical fighter wings, three tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and two tacti- 
cal airlift wings) plus one separate tac- 
tical fighter squadron. 


27 primary installations (including the POL 
pipeline complex in Spain). 


Gen Joseph R. Holzapple, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


On 1 September Lt Gen Richard H. Ellis 
became USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, 
replacing Lt Gen George B. Simler, who was 
reassigned as commander of Air Training 
Command. 


Brig Gen Brian S. Gunderson, Chief of Staff. 


The Deputy Secretary of Defense, on 
31 January, requested the Air Force to 
reconsider its position against the reloca- 
tion of Headquarters USAFE, thus reopening 
the question of a possible move from Lindsey 
AS, Germany. 


The last contingent of US forces departed 
Wheelus AB, Libya, at 0841 hours on 11 June. 
After 26 years of continuous USAF operation, 
the base returned to the control of the 
Government of Libya. An 11,000-foot runway 
and some 200 permanent structures comprised 
the main base area. The real property value 
of the Wheelus complex had been estimated at 
approximately $77,100,000. 


25th Anniversary 
of USAFE 


Mission Concepts 


1970 


On 7 August USAFE noted its 25th anniversary 
since its redesignation from the wartime 
organization on 7 August 1945. During the 
immediate postwar years, USAFE had been 
rapidly reduced to a residual occupation 
force of about 15,000 personnel with virtu- 
ally no combat capability. Influenced by 
Communist political and military aggres- 
siveness which led to the establishment of 
the NATO defensive alliance in 1959, the 
command's manning and equipping underwent a 
rapid expansion during the early 1950s to 
meet the United States' military commitment 
to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
By 1954 USAFE units were deployed along a 
3,000-mile line running roughly northwest 
to southeast from the United Kingdom to 
eastern Turkey with a peak strength of over 
120,000 military and civilian personnel, 
foreign and US, assigned. In the succeeding 
years, although the scope, geographical 
area, and complexity of the command's mis- 
sion continued to grow, USAFE's resources 
once again began a downward trend that was 
interrupted only briefly by the Berlin 
crisis of 1961 and was accelerated there- 
after, resulting in a reduction of roughly 
50 percent in manpower, tactical fighters, 
and basing structure in the years betwen 
1955 and 1970. 


A rising tide of claims upon the national 
budget by non-defense programs, coupled 
with the demands of the conflict in Vietnam, 
and a continuing adverse Balance of Payments 
position, added impetus to the persistent 
congressional questioning throughout the 
1960s of the world-wide United States' mili- 
tary commitments and their costs. Some key 
Senators became convinced that America's 
NATO partners not only should be making a 
larger financial contribution to the NATO 
costs, but also that their ability to do so 
had surpassed that of the United States. 
This belief was reflected in 1970 by the 
most searching congressional review of the 
USAFE and USEUCOM commitments, missions, 
and capabilities in the command's 25-year 
history. United States' economic problems, 
together with a Nixon Administration parti- 
cipating in NATO-Warsaw Pact Mutual and 
Balanced Force Reduction negotiations, 
strongly suggested that further significant 
changes in the USAFE Mission, resources, and 
capabilities would be forthcoming in the 
1970s. 


OPERATIONS 


Arrival of 
First F-111 


Humanitarian Operations 


Jordan 


Turkey 


East Pakistan 
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1970 


The first F-111E arrived on 12 September at 
the 20th Tactical Fighter Wing, RAF Upper 
Heyford, England. 


Operation FIG HILL between 28 September and 
31 October involved the USAFE airlift of two 
US military hospitals and medical personnel 
to Amman, Jordan, to treat victims of the 
Jordanian civil war. Air Force and US Army 
surgical teams performed a total of 1,240 
surgical procedures before returning to 
European home stations. 


On 28 March an earthquake, measured at 7.5 
on the Richter scale, devastated the town of 
Gediz, Turkey. A relief force from TUSLOG 
detachments at Izmir and Cigli delivered 
urgently needed medical supplies, power 
generators, lighting equipment, rations, 
cots, blankets, tents, water, and communi- 
cations equipment. Rescue and relief opera- 
tions continued around the clock, even dur- 
ing new earth tremors that continued to 
shake the stricken area. It was not until 
6 April when sufficient third country 
forces had arrived to permit continued 
relief efforts, that Air Force relief units 
were withdrawn. 


Another major disaster which claimed com- 
mand attention was the cyclone and tidal 
wave which hit the Bay of Bengal area of 
East Pakistan in November. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Jones 
New CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen McBride 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


ORGANIZATION 


Humanitarian Operations 


Turkey 


1971 


59,694 (6,265 officers; 40,730 enlisted; 
1,686 US civilians; and 11,013 European 
nationals). 


770 (F-4C/D/E, F-100D/F, F-111E, EB-66C/E, 
B/EB-57B/E, RB-57E, RF-4C, C-130E, C-131, 
C-118, U-10B, UN-1N, C-123K, C-47, C-97G, 
and EC-135). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and two tactical 
airlift wings) plus one tactical fighter 
squadron. 


26 primary installations. 


On 1 September Gen David C. Jones became 
USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing Gen 
Joseph R. Holzapple, who retired. General 
Jones had previously been USAFE Chief of 
Staff in 1967. 


On 1 September also, Lt Gen William V. 
McBride succeeded General Jones as USAFE 
Vice Commander in Chief. General Jones had 
assumed that position on 1 April, when Lt 
Gen Richard H. Ellis had been reassigned. 


Brig Gen Brian S. Gunderson, Chief of Staff. 


No major changes during 1971. 


On 25 May a USAFE C-130 lifted 8,775 lbs of 
medical supplies, tents, and blankets from 
Incirlik, Turkey, to the Turkish Red 
Crescent Agency in Ankara for shipment to an 
earthquake disaster area near Besigol, 
Turkey. 


East Pakistan 


Chad 
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1971 


In June USAFE extended humanitarian aid to 
the refugees resulting from the East 
Pakistan civil war and separation from West 
Pakistan. 


Command C-130s airlifted cholera relief 
supplies to Chad, Africa, in July. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Philpott 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


New Chiefs of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Redesignation of 
Training Group 


New Rhein-Main 
Terminal 


1972 


59,846 (6,257 officers; 41,544 enlisted; 
1,678 US civilians; and 10,367 European 
nationals). 


670 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E, EB-66C/E, EB-57B/E, 
RF-4C, C-130E, C-47, UH-1N, C-123K, 
HC-130H, HC-130HN, C-118, C-131, C-97G, and 
EC-135). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air _ Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and two tactical 
airlift wings) plus one tactical fighter 
squadron. 


26 primary installations. 


Gen David C. Jones, USAFE Commander in Chief. 


On 31 August Lt Gen Jammie M. Philpott 
became USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, 
replacing Lt Gen William V. McBride, who 
was reassigned as commander of ATC. 


On 15 June Col John E. Moler became Chief of 
Staff, replacing Brig Gen Brian S. Gunderson, 
who was reassigned. On 18 September, Col 
Duane L. Weatherwax succeeded Colonel Moler 
upon the latter's retirement. 


The 406th Tactical Fighter Training Group at 
Zaragoza AB, Spain, was redesignated the 
406th Tactical Fighter Training Wing on 
15 July. Redesignation of the group to 
wing-level pointed up the growing import- 
ance of the base as a USAFE training facil- 
TRY 


With the completion of the new terminal 
facility at Rhein-Main AB, Germany, USAFE 
relocated its freight and passenger service 
to the military side of the Frankfurt Air 
Terminal. 


Move of USAFE 
Headquarters 


Humanitarian Operation 
Turkey 
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1972 


In April planning started to move Headquar- 
ters USAFE out of Lindsey AS, Germany. On 
13 June, the Secretary of the Air Force 
approved the move to Ramstein AB, Germany. 
After approvals by the Secretary of Defense 
in July and the Secretary of State in 
September, the tempo increased with an offi- 
cial announcement on 26 September and pub- 
lication of Programming Plan Creek Action on 
9 October. By 6 November a reduced Seven- 
teenth Air Force had moved from Ramstein to 
Sembach AB, Germany, and its former head- 
quarters building was occupied by an advance 
USAFE party on 20 November. 


On 12 May command C-130s airlifted 5,000 lbs 
of civilian-donated medical equipment from 
Stuttgart, Germany, to a new hospital at 
Sile, Turkey. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Wilson 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


New Chiefs of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Move of USAFE 
Headquarters 


1973 


60,048 (6,261 officers; 41,317 enlisted; 
2,318 US civilians; and 10,152 European 
nationals). 


670 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E, EB-57B/E, RF-4C, 
C-130E, UH-1N, HC-130H, C-9, C-130B, C-97G, 
and EC-135H). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and two tactical 
airlift wings) plus one tactical fighter 
Squadron. 


26 primary installations. 


Gen David C. Jones, USAFE Commander in Chief. 


On 25 September Lt Gen Louis L. Wilson became 
USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, replacing Lt 
Gen Jammie M. Philpott, who retired. 


On 12 March Col Robert M. Whitaker succeeded 
Col Duane L. Weatherwax as Chief of Staff 
upon the latter's retirement. 


On 16 May, Col George F. Harrington became 
Chief of Staff, succeeding Col Robert M. 
Whitaker, who retired. 


On 13 March CINCUSAFE officially closed the 
headquarters at Lindsey AS, Germany, with a 
formal retreat ceremony and officially 
established the headquarters at Ramstein 
AB, Germany, the following day. Another 
part of the Programming Plan Creek Action 
was to move several organizations from 
Ramstein to other bases in Germany and 
related unit relocations. The more import- 
ant of these, in addition to the Headquar- 
ters Seventeenth Air Force move the previous 


OPERATIONS 


The Yom Kippur War 


ig 
1973 


November 1972, was the transfer of the 7th 
Special Operations Squadron from Ramstein 
to Rhein-Main AB and the 38th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron from Ramstein to 
Zweibruecken AB. The move of Headquarters 
USAFE to Ramstein conformed to a world-wide 
Air Force policy to relocate overseas head- 
quarters from large urban population 
centers to active air bases wherever pos- 
sible. However, the main impetus behind the 
relocation was enhancement of operational 
capability. In time of war or during an 
advanced readiness situation, the bulk of 
USAFE's strike/attack and reconnaissance 
forces passed to NATO's Fourth ATAF, also 
located at Ramstein and commanded by 
CINCUSAFE in his dual role as CINCUSAFE and 
Commander, Fourth ATAF. The collocation of 
the two headquarters in the same building 
eliminated the untenable position of having 
to reorganize and relocate in order to fight 
a war or conduct a contingency action 
involving NATO. 


On 6 October the fourth Arab-Israeli War 
broke out. The USAFE Battle Staff assembled 
and remained in session until 2 November. 
The contingency reaction did not involve 
NATO. During that month, the members 
reviewed contingency strike and evacuation 
plans, particularly upon the declaration of 
the Defense Readiness Condition 3 on 
25 October. After a cease-fire had been 
reached, the command provided some of the 
airlift support for the United Nations' 
Peace-Keeping Force to Egypt. In the Ameri- 
can humanitarian tradition, it also 
provided blankets to Israel and medicine to 
Jordan. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 
Aircraft Assigned 

Major Subordinate 

Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


General Vogt 
New CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen Poe 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Chief of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


Establishment of AAFCE 


1974 


58,943 (6,501 officers; 39,857 enlisted; 
2,508 US civilians; and 10,077 European 
nationals). 


650 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E, EB-57E, RF-4C, 
C-130E, UH-1N, HC-130H, C-9, C-97G, and 
EC-135H). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and two tactical 
airlift wings) plus one tactical fighter 
squadron. 


26 primary installations. 


On 1 July Gen John W. Vogt became USAFE Com- 
mander in Chief, replacing Gen David C. 
Jones, who was reassigned as Air Force Chief 
of Staff. 


On 1 July Lt Gen Bryce Poe, II, became USAFE 
Vice Commander in Chief, replacing Lt Gen 
Louis L. Wilson, who was reassigned as Com- 
mander in Chief of Pacific Air Forces. 


Col George F. Harrington. 


Headquarters Allied Air Forces Central 
Europe (AAFCE) was established at Ramstein 
AB, Germany, on 28 June, to control all NATO 
air forces in the vital Central Region. 
General Jones had been COMAAFCE-designate 
since 8 January, but had departed the 
theater on 14 June for his new position as 
Air Force Chief of Staff. Consequently, 
General Vogt, the incoming CINCUSAFE as of 
1 July, became the first COMAAFCE on 
28 June. The new NATO headquarters was 
located in the same building with Headquar- 
ters USAFE, displacing Fourth ATAF, which 
moved to another facility on base. 


Change in 
Fourth ATAF 
Leadership 


Activation of 
7450 Tac Intel Sq 


Inactivation of 


7406th Ops Sq 


OPERATIONS 


Cyprus Crisis 


New Aircraft 


CH-53s 


Last of the 0-2s 


48th TFW Conversion 


ee) 
1974 


As had all CINCUSAFEs since 10 November 
1957, General Vogt also became commander of 
Fourth ATAF on 28 June 1974. This gave him 
three "hats," including two NATO commands 
until 31 October when he was replaced in the 
Fourth ATAF position by German Air Force Lt 
Gen Carl-Heinz Greve. 


As a part of the buildup for consolidated 
communications in the Central Region, the 
7450th Tactical Intelligence Squadron was 
activated on 1 November at Ramstein AB. 


On 30 June the 7406th Operations Squadron 
was inactivated at Rhein-Main AB and its 
C-130B aircraft returned to the CONUS. 


During the height of the July-August Cyprus 
Crisis, USAFE flew ten C-130s into Akrotiri, 
Cyprus, loaded with 10,000 blankets, 7,500 
cots, 600 tents, and two water trailers to 
be used in assisting refugees. 


The first two OV-10A aircraft arrived on 
21 June at Wiesbaden AB, Germany, and were 
assigned to the 601lst Tactical Control Wing. 


The first two CH-53C helicopters arrived 
during December at Wiesbaden AB, Germany, 
and were assigned to the 60lst TCW. 


On 18 December the 601lst TCW ceased flying 
0-2A aircraft when the last two planes were 
transferred to the US Army. 


The 48th TFW at RAF Lakenheath, England, 
received the remainder of its F-4D aircraft 
in September. For two years the unit had 
averaged 26 planes assigned, but finally 
reached its authorized complement of 72 dur- 
ing the July-September quarter. The wing 
was the last in USAFE to convert to F-4s. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 
Aircraft Assigned 
Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


General Ellis 
New CINCUSAFE 


Vice CINCUSAFE 


Colonel Patton 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Inactivation of 322d TAW 


7500th ABS 


7420th RES 


1975 


56,917 (5,965 officers; 39,955 enlisted; 
2,492 US civilians; and 8,505 European 
nationals). 


750 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E, EB-57E, RF-4C, 
C-130E, OV-10, CH-53, HC-130H, C-9, and 
EC-135H). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and one tactical 
airlift wing) plus one tactical fighter 
squadron. 


23 primary installations. 


On 1 September Gen Richard H. Ellis, former 
Air Force Vice Chief of Staff, became USAFE 
Commander in Chief vice General Vogt, who 
retired. 


Lieutenant General Bryce Poe, II. 


On 7 July Col Marvin C. Patton became the 
USAFE Chief of Staff, replacing Col 
George F. Harrington, who was reassigned. 


The 322d Tactical Airlift Wing was inacti- 
vated on 30 June at Rhein-Main AB, Germany, 
with some resources used to augment the 
remaining 435th TAW. The base became a 
Military Airlift Command installation. 


The 7500th Air Base Squadron was inactivated 
on 30 June at RAF West Ruislip, England. 
The unit's assets were transferred to High 
Wycombe Air Station, England, and desig- 
nated as Detachment 1 of the 20th Tactical 
Fighter Wing at RAF Upper Heyford. 


The 7420th Radar Evaluation Squadron was 
inactivated at Lindsey Air Station, 
Germany, on 1 July after a 20-year exist- 
ance. 


7400th ABG 


Activation of 86th TFG 


Reassignment of 7th SOS 


Project Creek Swap 


Consolidation with MAC 


OPERATIONS 


AWACS Demonstration 
Test 
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1975 


On 31 December, the 7400th Air Base Group 
was inactivated at Sembach AB, Germany, to 
be replaced the following day by the 601st 
Tactical Control Wing, which was in the 
process of moving from Wiesbaden AB, 
Germany. 


On 22 September the 86th Tactical Fighter 
Group was activated at Ramstein AB, Germany, 
as an element of the host 86th Tactical 
Fighter Wing. 


On 1 July, after the 322d Tactical Airlift 
Wing's inactivation, the 7th Special Opera- 
tions Squadron at Rhein-Main AB, Germany, 
was made an independent squadron, reporting 
directly to Headquarters Seventeenth Air 
Force. On 15 October the 7th SOS was reas- 
signed to the 601st TCW (then at Wiesbaden 
AB, Germany). 


Creek Swap was the nickname for a project 
whereby Army units moved from the Kaiser- 
slautern, Germany, area to the Wiesbaden 
area, and Air Force units moved from there 
to the greater Kaiserslautern community. 
Major moves involved return of the 601st TCW 
to Sembach AB (after it had moved from there 
to Wiesbaden in 1973) and Headquarters 
European Communications Area moving to 
Kapaun Barracks at Kaiserslautern. This 
freed space at Wiesbaden AB for the Army's 
new Brigade 76 to move in during the spring 
of 1976. This exchange drastically reduced 
the USAFE presence in the Wiesbaden area. 


During FY 75 several actions were taken to 
consolidate USAFE and MAC resources. These 
included transfer to MAC of aircraft at 
Rhein-Main AB and the MAC takeover of the 
European courier system from Headquarters 
USAFE. 


From 4 to 25 April the Airborne Warning and 
Control System aircraft was demonstrated 
for the second time in Europe. The E-3A had 
first shown its capabilities in April 1973. 
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Ramstein Aerial Port 


Humanitarian Operations 


Rumanian Flood 
Relief Effort 


1975 


Ramstein AB, Germany, had been designated as 
an aerial port in 1972. Completion of a new 
air freight terminal in October 1975 enabled 
the Military Airlift Command to conduct a 
continuous 24-hour operation with a cap- 
ability for handling both bulk and pallet- 
ized cargo. 


Two USAF C-141ls flew from Ramstein AB, 
Germany, to Bucharest on 7 August with dis- 
aster relief supplies requested by the 
Rumanian Government. The request followed 
that country's extensive flooding by tribu- 
taries of the Danube River. The assistance 
from stocks maintained in Europe consisted 
of 9,000 lbs of non-fat dry milk, 1,000,000 
doses each of tetracycline tablets and mul- 
tiple vitamin tablets, and 50 jet injection 
guns for mass vaccinations. The supplies 
had an estimated value of $385,000. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As of December ) 
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Major Subordinate 
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Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Pauly 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Creek Swap 


Readiness Center 
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1976 


57,168 (6,099 officers; 40,911 enlisted; 
2,172 US civilians; and 7,986 European 
nationals). 


Over 700 (F-4C/D/E, F-5E, F-111E, EB-57E, 
RF-4C, C-130E, OV-10, CH-53, HC-130H, C-9, 
and EC-135H). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and one tactical 
airlift wing) plus one tactical fighter 
squadron. 


22 primary installations. 


Gen Richard H. Ellis, Commander in Chief. 


On 1 July Lt Gen John W. Pauly became Vice 
Commander in Chief, replacing Lt Gen Bryce 
Poe, II, who became commander of the Acqui- 
sition Logistics Division, AFLC. 


On 11 June, Col Richard L. Gehle became the 
USAFE Chief of Staff, replacing Col 
Marvin C. Patton, who was reassigned. 


On 1 January the 601st TCW moved with its 
OV-10s and CH-53 helicopters from Wiesbaden 
AB to Sembach. USAF operations at Wiesbaden 
ceased on 14 January, although the base was 
not formally turned over to USAREUR until 
1 October. Meanwhile, USAF activities con- 
tinued at Lindsey AS. Also on 1 October, 
the 86th TFW assumed a major responsibility 
for the support of military activities in 
the Kaiserslautern-Ramstein area. 


On 25 May CINCUSAFE directed creation of a 
special staff agency in Headquarters USAFE 
to be known as the Readiness Center. This 
agency would have the responsibility of mon- 
itoring efforts to make the command ready to 
fight and win. 
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OPERATIONS 


Reduction in 
Reconnaissance 
Resources 


F-5E Tiger II 


Ready Eagle 


Realistic Training 


Humanitarian Operations 
Italy 


1976 


During the first quarter of the year, USAFE 
reduced its RF-4 squadrons from five to 
three, leaving two at Zweibruecken and one 
at RAF Alconbury. The 30th and 32d TRS were 
inactivated, and 36 aircraft returned to the 
continental US. 


In May and June twenty F-5E fighters arrived 
at RAF Alconbury. They formed the equipment 
of the 527th Tactical Fighter Training 
Aggressor Squadron, which was to help train 
the command's crews in air-to-air combat. 


In October the US announced that it would 
deploy the F-15 Eagle air superiority 
fighter to Bitburg during the next year. To 
accelerate transition training, USAFE and 
TAC initiated Ready Eagle, a project in 
which pilots did their transition training 
in the continental US before the F-15s 
reached Europe. At the same time, the F-4s 
at Bitburg were moved to other USAFE bases, 
and three more tactical fighter squadrons 
were activated to operate them. These were: 
313th at Hahn, 480th at Spangdahlem, and the 
512th at Ramstein. 


Since USAFE had been improving its ability 
to conduct all-weather operations, during 
November aircraft: conducted all-weather 
bombing missions on the Army training area 
at Grafenwoehr, Germany. These gave a 
realistic training and demonstrated the 
command's potential. At the same time, 
units deployed to Zaragoza AB, Spain, for 
weapons training, conducted a series of 
integrated missions simulating wartime con- 
ditions. 


On 6 May an earthquake struck the Fruili 
region of northeastern Italy, killing 965 
people and levelling entire villages. USAF 
personnel at Aviano AB provided medical 
assistance, together with working parties 
to clear rubble and pitch tents for the 
homeless. In addition, tents were delivered 
by air and convoy to the stricken area. 


Turkey 


8] 


1976 


On 24 November over 3,600 people were killed 
in an earthquake near Caldiran in eastern 
Turkey. MAC C-141s delivered relief sup- 
plies, mainly tents and heaters, to Incirlik. 
From Incirlik MAC C-130s flew 40 missions to 
get the supplies to Van Airport, often under 
difficult weather conditions. USAFE per- 
sonnel at Incirlik went into the stricken 
area to help pitch tents. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


General Evans 
New CINCUSAFE 


Vice CINCUSAFE 
Chief of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


Headquarters 
Realignments 


EUROPS Activated 


New Air Station 


1977 


62,035 (6,398 officers; 45,289 enlisted; 
2,175 US civilians; and 8,173 European 
nationals). 


830 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E/F, F-15A, RF-4C, 
EB-57E, C-130E, OV-10A, CH-53C, EC-135H, 
F-5E, T-39A, UH-1N, C-12A, HH-53, HC-130H, 
C-9A, C-135, and C-140). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG in Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, one tactical 
airlift wing) plus one separate tactical 
fighter squadron). 


22 primary installations. 


Gen William J. Evans replaced Gen Richard H. 
Ellis as Commander in Chief on 29 July. 
General Ellis was reassigned as CINCSAC. 


Lt Gen John W Pauly. 
Col Richard L Gehle. 


Major organizational changes within the 
headquarters included the elevation of Data 
Automation to the DCS level on 1 July and 
the establishment of a Directorate for Dis- 
aster Preparedness within the DCS/Operations 
and Intelligence on 1 February. 


The European Air Combat Operations Staff 
(EUROPS) was activated on 1 November under 
Headquarters USAFE. Among its elements was 
a new Directorate of Wartime Augmentation, 
established within the DCS/Plans in May, to 
manage the collocated operating base (COB) 
program. 


USAFE took possession of Karamursel Air 
Station, Turkey, from the USAF Security Ser- 
vice on 1 October pending eventual turnover 
of the air station to the Turkish military 
in 1980. 


OPERATIONS 


Sortie Surge 


F-15 Arrival 


Phase-Out of KC-97s5 


More F-1lls 
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1977 


USAFE conducted its first command-wide 
maximum-flying exercise on 6 April, begin- 
ning a program which later evolved into 
regular unit readiness exercises. 


The 36th Tactical Fighter Wing at Bitburg 
Air Base received 23 F-15 Eagles on 27 April 
and possessed 79 by the end of the year. 


The rotation of Air National Guard KC-97s to 
Europe (CREEK PARTY) ended on 28 April. 


The 48th Tactical Fighter Wing at RAF 
Lakenheath converted from three squadrons 
of F-4Ds to four squadrons of F-111Fs, 
receiving all 96 new aircraft by 13 July. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


General Pauly 
New CINCUSAFE 


Lt Gen Bellis 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Colonel Horne 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Tactical Air Control 


New USAFE Bases 


1978 


63,691 (6,496 officers, 46,797 enlisted, 
2,185 US civilians, and 8,213 European 
nationals). 


807 (F-4C/D/E, F-111E/F, F-15A, RF-4C, 
EB-57E, C-130E/H, MC-130E, CH-53C, OV-10A, 
HC-130H/N/P, UH-1N, C-9A, EC-135H, F-5E, 
and A-10A). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air _ Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG in Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, one tactical air- 
lift wing) plus one separate tactical 
fighter squadron. 


25 primary bases. 


Gen John W. Pauly replaced Gen William J. 
Evans as Commander in Chief on 27 July. 
General Evans retired from service on 1 August. 


Lt Gen Benjamin N. Bellis replaced General 
Pauly as Vice CINCUSAFE on 1 August. 


On 17 July, Col Richard G. Horne replaced 
Col Richard L. Gehle as Chief of Staff. 
Colonel Gehle was reassigned to HQ AFMPC. 


A new Directorate of Tactical Air Control 
was established within the DCS/Operations 
and Intelligence in August. 


On 1 October USAFE activated three new air 
base groups and assumed responsibility for 
USAF Security Service stations at RAF 
Chicksands in the United Kingdom, San Vito 
in Italy, and Iraklion on the Greek island 
of Crete. 


New ACMI Range 


POMO Reorganization 


Other Commands 


OPERATIONS 
DACT 


First A-10s 


Joint ORI and 
Tactical Evaluation 


B-52 Missions 


End of Provisional 
Status in Turkey 


More F-15s 
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1978 


USAFE activated Detachment 4 of the 40th 
Tactical Group to operate its Advanced Com- 
bat Maneuvering Instrumentation (ACMI) 
Range being built at Decimomannu Air Base on 
the Italian island of Sardinia. 


After testing the Production Oriented Main- 
tenance Organization (POMO) concept, the 
SOth Tactical Fighter Wing at Hahn Air Base 
in October became the first USAFE wing to 
convert to the POMO system. 


Military Airlift Command reactivated the 
322d Airlift Division at Ramstein Air Base 
on 23 June. On 1 July, Strategic Air Com- 
mand reactivated its 7th Air Division, also 
located at Ramstein. 


Utilizing its F-5s and new F-15s, USAFE 
expanded Dissimilar Air Combat Tactics 
(DACT) Training with both allied air forces 
and US Navy air units. 


The 81st Tactical Fighter Wing at RAF 
Bentwaters received three A-10 Thunderbolt 
IIs on 24 August, beginning their conversion 
to the new close air support weapons system. 


USAFE conducted its first ORI in conjunction 
with an AAFCE Tactical Evaluation from 9-15 
September. The unit inspected/evaluated 
was the 20 TFW. 


During Exercise Cold Fire 78 in September, 
SAC began practicing conventional missions 
in support of NATO. 


Following the lifting of the Arms Embargo on 
Turkey by the US Congress on 26 September, 
the Government of Turkey allowed the resump- 
tion of suspended US military operations on 
9 October. 


The 32d Tactical Fighter Squadron at Camp 
New Amsterdam, the Netherlands, began con- 
version to the F-15 Eagle on 1 October in 
conjunction with a tactical deployment of a 
F-15 squadron from Langley AFB, Virginia. 


86 


Humanitarian Operations 
Zaire Airlift 


Iran Drawdown 


1978 


From 18 May-15 June, with USAFE support, MAC 
conducted an airlift of French, Belgian, and 
West African troops into Zaire's Shaba 
Province to combat an invasion from Angola. 
C-5s, C-141s, and C-130s flew more than 200 
missions during this operation. 


On 8 and 9 December, the 7206th Air Base 
Group at Hellenikon AB, Greece served as a 
safe haven for more than 700 DoD dependents 
airlifted from Iran in one C-5 and seven 
C-141s. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


CINCUSAFE 

Vice CINCUSAFE 
Chief of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


Headquarters 
Realignments 


RAF Fairford Activated 


RED HORSE Squadron 
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1979 


63,524 (6,678 officers, 46,493 enlisted, 
2,207 US civilians, and 8,146 European 
nationals). 


802 (A-10A, F-4D/E/G, F-15A/B, F-5E, 
F-111E/F, RF-4C, EB-57E, C-130E, MC-130E, 
HC-130H/N/P, C-9A, EC-135H, OV-10A, CH-53C, 
HH-53C, and UH-1N). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG in Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, one tactical air- 
lift wing) plus one separate tactical 
fighter squadron). 


26 primary installations. 


Gen John W. Pauly. 
Lt Gen Benjamin N. Bellis. 


Col Richard G. Horne. 


Organizational changes within the headquar- 
ters included the establishment of a Ground 
Launched Missile Division within the 
Directorate of Combat Operations on 9 August 
and an Airborne Warning and Control (AWACS) 
Division within the Directorate of Tactical 
Air Control on 12 February. 


In support of SAC air tanker operations, 
USAFE activated RAF Fairford, UK, on 1 June. 
The host unit for the base was the 7020th 
Air Base Group which had already been acti- 
vated on 1 February to prepare the base for 
arrival of the KC-135s. The base became 
fully operational with the arrival of five 
KC-135s on 12 September. 


The 819th Civil Engineering Squadron, Heavy 
Repair, at RAF Wethersfield, was transfer- 
red from SAC to USAFE on 8 April. Opera- 
tional control was vested in the DCS/ 
Engineering and Services. 
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OPERATIONS 


First A-10 FOL 


F-15s to Saudi Arabia 


ACMI Training 


E-3A Deployments 


Wild Weasel 


Humanitarian Operations 


Iran Evacuation 


Zaire Airlift 


Yugoslavian Earthquake 


Zaragoza Fire 


1979 


Detachment 1 of the 81st TFW, the first A-10 
forward operating location, was activated 
at Sembach AB, Germany, in May. 


USAFE supported Operation Prized Eagle, the 
deployment of an F-15 squadron from Langley 
AFB, Virginia to Saudi Arabia from 13- 
27 January. 


On 1 October, USAFE began regular air-to- 
air training missions at the new Decimomannu 
ACMI Range. 


At several times during the year, USAFE sup- 
ported or controlled AWACS operations and 
training missions by E-3As deployed to 
Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Middle 
East. 


With the departure of its last F-4C on 
28 March, the 52d Tactical Fighter Wing 
began its conversion to the F-4G (Wild 
Weasel). 


From 2 January through 17 February, MAC 
airlifted 3,700 Americans from Iran on nine 
C-5 and 44 C-141 missions. The 7206th Air 
Base Group operated a safe haven at Hellenikon 
AB for the evacuees. Starting 12 February, 
USAFE and MAC deployed a rescue force of six 
HH-53 helicopters and five MC-130s_ to 
Incirlik AB, Turkey, to support further 
evacuations if needed. 


From 10-17 August, MAC airlifted 1,439 
remaining African troops and 617.2 tons of 
equipment from Zaire to their home coun- 
tries. 


Seven C-141s and one C-130 brought relief 
supplies to Titograd, Yugoslavia. 


The 406th Tactical Fighter Training Wing and 
attached UH-1N rescue helicopters saved 
several lives during a tragic fire at the 
Hotel Corona de Aragon in Zaragoza, Spain. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


New CINCUSAFE 


Vice CINCUSAFE 
Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Headquarters Realignments 
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1980 


65,986 (6,918 officers, 48, 366 enlisted, 
2,378 US civilians, and 8,324 European 
nationals). 


857 (A-10A, F-4D/E/G, F-5E, F-15A/B/C/D, 
F-111E/F, RF-4C, C-130E, MC-130E, HC-130H/ 
N/P, C-9A, EC-135H, OV-10A, CH-53C, HH-53C, 
and UH-1N). 


Third Air Force, England; Sixteenth Air 
Force, Spain; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Germany; and TUSLOG in Turkey. 


12 (eight tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, one tactical air- 
lift wing) plus one separate tactical 
fighter squadron). 


26 primary installations. 


Gen Charles A. Gabriel replaced Gen John W. 
Pauly as Commander in Chief on 29 July. 
General Pauly retired on 1 August. 


Lt Gen Benjamin N Bellis. 


Col Marion R. Watson replaced Col Richard G. 
Horne as Chief of Staff on 19 June. Colonel 
Horne was reassigned as Vice Commander of 
Third Air Force. 


Directorate of Ground Launched Cruise 
Missile (GLCM) System was formed within DCS 
Plans on 1 May to serve as focal point for 
GLCM matters. 


The Radar Systems Division was formed within 
the Directorate of Tactical Fighter Opera- 
tions (Tac Ftr Ops) on 1 January. 


The Directorate of Search and Rescue was 
formed on 1 April within DCS Operations/ 
Intel. 


The Logistics Readiness Center was acti- 
vated on 1 December to serve in initial 
management of crisis and primary agency for 
wartime contingency support. 
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OPERATIONS 


A-10 Conversion Completed 


PAVE TACK 


F-15C/D Conversion 


Operations Support Center 


Turkey DECA 


A-10 FOLs 


Oman Construction 


AWACS Deployments 


Hughes Trophy 


1980 


The 511th and 509th TFSs were activated at 
RAF Bentwaters on 1 January and 1 July 
respectively. Delivery of all authorized 
8lst TFW A-10s by September completed the 
aircraft conversion. Full complement man- 
ning was achieved on 1 November. 


The first F-111 PAVE TACK modified aircraft 
arrived at the 48th TFW on 20 November. The 
concept provided a 24-hour high- and low- 
altitude weapons delivery capability. 


The 32d TFS received USAFE's first F-15C/Ds 
on 2 June while training in the States. 
Full conversion was completed on 19 November. 


USAFE's new underground Operations Support 
Center (OSC) became operational on 26 April 
with the relocation of the Emergency Actions 
Cell. The Center was officially commis- 
sioned by CINCUSAFE Gen John W. Pauly on 
19 June 1980. Full operational status was 
attained on 29 June. 


The Defense and Economic Cooperation Agree- 
ment with Turkey was signed on 29 March. 


On 1 April Ahlhorn AB became the second of 
four A-10 forward operating locations 
(FOLs) to be activated in Germany. Leipheim 
AB became operational on 1 October and 
Norvenich AB on 1 December. Sembach AB was 
previously activated in May 79. 


Negotiations carried on through the year 
which resulted in USAFE being designated as 
Host Command for base construction in Oman 
on 31 October. 


In Operation Elf-1, four E-3A aircraft 
deployed to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on 
11 October to help protect Saudi airspace 
during the Iran-Iraq war. Four more were 
deployed to Ramstein on 9 December to con- 
duct Creek Sentry missions during the Polish 
crisis. 


The 32d TFS was selected as winner of the 
Hughes Trophy for 1979. The award is pre- 
sented to the outstanding squadron with an 
air defense mission. 


More POMO 


Salty Mace 


Harvest Bare 


French Cross-Servicing 


Creek Realign Ends 


Deployments to Egypt 


Humanitarian Operations 
Italian Earthquake 


9] 


1980 


Three more units converted to the Production 
Oriented Maintenance Organization (POMO) 
concept during the year, bringing the total 
to 13. The only units remaining, the 20th 
and 48th TFWs, were undergoing their conver- 
sion at year's end. 


A Salty Mace exercise was conducted at Hahn 
AB 12-14 November. It was the first time in 
USAFE that an entire wing was tasked to per- 
form its wartime mission in a_ chemical 
environment for a sustained period of time. 


The first use of Harvest Bare equipment in 
USAFE. occurred during Operation Proud 
Phantom. This deployment also marked the 
first test of the equipment under field con- 
ditions in an overseas location. 


Stage "B" cross-servicing of US/French 
aircraft was established in January. 
Strasbourg AB, France and Zweibruecken AB, 
Germany are now capable of cross-servicing 
RF-4€s and French Mirage III RDs with film. 


Creek Realign III, the reallocation of F-4 
assets, was terminated on 30 May. 


The 347th TFW deployed twelve F-4Es from 
Moody AFB, Georgia, to Cairo West Airfield, 
Egypt, from 10 July -3 October in Operation 
Proud Phantom. From 12-25 November the US 
conducted Bright Star, the first joint over- 
seas exercise by elements of the new Rapid 
Deployment Force (RDF). It included eight 
A-7s of the 150th Tactical Fighter Group 
from Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, deployed to 
Cairo West. 


USAFE provided blankets, C-rations, and 
personnel to assist in a US relief effort 
for victims of the major earthquake that 
struck southern Italy on 25 November. 
Closer to the scene, the 2181st Communica- 
tions Squadron at Monte Vergine gave inten- 
sive aid to local communities. MAC flew 
numerous relief missions to Italy, while US 
Navy units in the Naples area performed the 
bulk of US on-scene assistance. 
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HERALDRY AND HONORS 


INSIGNE, USSTAF. The insigne for the wartime USSTAF was not approved 
until 21 December 1944. Its heraldric description was as follows: Upon 
a shield agent charged with letters USSTAF gules, a chief azure charged 
with a pair of wings displayed or between three mullets one and two of 
the first in fess point a large mullet of the field that portion on 
shield fimbriated of the third charged with a torteau. 


DECORATIONS. None for either USSTAF or USAFE. 

CAMPAIGN CREDITS, USSTAF. Air Combat, EAME Theater; Air Offensive 
Europe; Normandy; Northern France; Rhineland; Ardennes-Alsace; and 
Central Europe. 


CAMPAIGN CREDITS, USAFE. None. 


INSIGNE, USAFE. A USAFE shoulder sleeve insigne was developed 
30 September 1947; it was approved and authorized for wear from 20 April 
1948 through 30 June 1952. Its description was as follows: On an ultra- 
marine blue disc, 2-5/8 inches in diameter, a white star, l-inch in 
diameter, charged with a red disc in the center and with golden orange 
stylized wings; issuant being upper right point of star, a sword erect 
proper and flamant red. The upright position of the flaming sword 
symbolized readiness to strike in defense of the nation. 


The flaming sword was taken from the shoulder sleeve insigne of the 
United States Forces, European Theater, and was used with the design of 
the shoulder sleeve insigne of the prior Army Air Forces to indicate the 
relationship of the United States Air Forces in Europe to the prior Army 
Air Forces and the United States Forces, European Theater. 


Although shoulder patches were deleted from Air Force uniforms, the 
USAFE insigne continued to be the official emblem of record at Headquar- 
ters USAF. The background color was changed from ultramarine blue to 
blue applique and the size of the star increased in a version adapted to 
the organizational flag on 22 April 1954. 
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AAFCE 
AB 
ABG 
ABS 
ABW 
ACMI 
ACW 
AD 
ADIZ 
ADVON 
ADW 
AFCENT 
ARS 
AS 
ATAF 
ATC 
AWACS 


BCS 
BW 


CASF 
CINCSAC 
CINCUSAFE 


COB 
COMAAFCE 


CONUS 
CSG 


DACT 
DCS 
DOD 
EUCOM 
EUROPS 


FBW 
FDS 
FIW 
FOL 
FRELOC 
FTW 


GLCM 
HCW 
JCS 
MAC 


MATS 
MDAP 


GLOSSARY 


Allied Air Forces Central Europe 
air base 

air base group 

air base squadron 

air base wing 

Advanced Combat Maneuvering Instrumentation 
aircraft control and warning 

air division 

air defense identification zone 
advanced echelon 

air depot wing 

Allied Forces Central Europe 

air refueling squadron 

air station 

Allied Tactical Air Force 

Air Training Command 

airborne warning and control system 


base complement squadron 
bombardment wing 


composite air strike force 

Commander in Chief, Strategic Air Command 
Commander in Chief, United States Air 
Forces in Europe 

collocated operating base 

Commander, Allied Air Forces Central 
Europe 

continental United States 

combat support group 


Dissimilar Air Combat Tactics 

Deputy Chief of Staff 

Department of Defense 

European Command 

European Air Combat Operations Staff 


fighter-bomber wing 
fighter day squadron 
fighter interceptor wing 
forward operating location 
fast relocation 

flying training wing 


Ground Launched Cruise Missile 
headquarters command wing 


Joint Chiefs of Staff 


Military Airlift Command 
Military Air Transport Service 
Mutual Defense Assistance Program 


USAREUR 
USCINCEUR 
USEUCOM 
USFET 
USSR 
USSTAF 


V-E 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(US) Naval Forces Eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean 


operations squadron 
Operations Support Center 


pilotless bomber squadron 
Production Oriented Maintenance Organization 


Royal Air Force 
Rapid Deployment Force 
radar evaluation squadron 


Strategic Air Command 

Supreme Allied Commander Europe 

Support group 

Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe 
special operations squadron 


Tactical Air Command 

tactical airlift wing 

tactical control group 

troop carrier group 

tactical control wing 

troop carrier wing 

tactical fighter group 

tactical fighter squadron 
tactical fighter training aggressor 
squadron 

tactical fighter training group 
tactical fighter training wing 
tactical fighter wing 

tactical intelligence squadron 
tactical missile wing 

tactical reconnaissance squadron 
tactical reconnaissance wing 

The United States Logistics Group 
transport wing 


unified command plan 

United Kingdom 

United Nations 

United Nations Emergency Force 

United States Air Forces in Europe 
United States Army Europe 

United States Commander in Chief Europe 
United States European Command 

United States Forces, European Theater 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United States Strategic Air Forces 


victory in Europe 
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Appendix I 
HQ USAFE LOCATIONS 
Location Dates 


Savannah AB, Georgia 19 Jan 42-24 Jun 42 
(As Eighth Air Force) 


US Army Air Station 586 25 Jun 42-25 Sep 44 
Bushy Park, Teddington, 

Middlesex, England 

(As Eighth Air Force) 


US Army Air Station 379 26 Sep 44-27 Sep 45 
St Germain-in-Laye 

Paris, France 

(As HQ USSTAF) 


US Army Air Station 197 28 Sep 45- Dec 53 
13 Luisenstrasse 

Wiesbaden, Germany 

(As HQ USAFE) 


Building B-15 Jan 54-13 Mar 73 
Lindsey Air Station 
Wiesbaden, Germany 


Building 201 14 Mar 73-Present 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany 
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Appendix II 


LIST OF COMMANDERS 


Eighth Air Force, 28 January - 22 February 1944 


Brig Gen (then Col) Asa N. Duncan, 28 January 1942 
Gen (then Maj Gen) Carl Spaatz, 5 May 1942 

Lt Gen Ira C. Eaker, 1 December 1942 

Gen Carl Spaatz, 6 January 1944 


United States Strategic Air Forces in Europe, 22 February 1944 - 
7 August 1945 


Gen Car] Spaatz, continuing as commander 

Lt Gen John K. Cannon, 3 June 1945 

Gen Car] Spaatz, 13 June 1945 (temporary) 

Maj Gen Westside T. Larson, 30 June 1945 (temporary) 
Lt Gen John K. Cannon, 4 July 1945 

Maj Gen William E. Kepner, 3 August 1945 (temporary) 


United States Air Forces in Europe, 7 August 1945 - Present 


Maj Gen William E. Kepner, continuing as commander 
Lt Gen John K. Cannon, 13 August 1945 

Maj Gen Idwal H. Edwards, 2 March 1946 
Brig Gen John F. McBlain, 14 August 1946 (interim) 
Lt Gen Curtis E. LeMay, 20 October 1947 
Lt Gen John K. Cannon, 16 October 1948 
Gen Lauris Norstad, 22 January 1951 

Lt Gen William H. Tunner, 27 July 1953 
Gen Frank F. Everest, 1 July 1957* 

Gen Frederic H. Smith, Jr., 1 August 1959 
Gen Truman H. Landon, 1 July 1961 

Gen Gabriel P. Disosway, 1 August 1963 
Gen Bruce K. Holloway, 21 July 1965 

Gen Maurice A. Preston, 1 August 1966 

Gen Horace M. Wade, 1 August 1968 

Gen Joseph R. Holzapple, 1 February 1969 
Gen David C. Jones, 1 September 1971 

Gen John W. Vogt, Jr., 1 July 1974** 

Gen Richard H. Ellis, 1 September 1975*** 
Gen William J. Evans, 29 July 1977*** 

Gen John W. Pauly, 1 August 1978*** 

Gen Charles A. Gabriel, 29 July 1980*** 


*General Everest was the first to command Fourth Allied Tactical Air 
Force (ATAF), a dual assignment shared by his successors until General 
Vogt relinquished the post on 31 October 1974. 


**General Vogt had become the commander of the newly activated Allied Air 
Forces Central Europe (AAFCE) on 28 June 1974. 


**kkAlSO served as COMAAFCE. 
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Appendix III 


USAFE PERSONNEL AND AIRCRAFT BY YEAR 
1945-1980 
(A/0 31 December) 


Year Off Eni US Civ EN Civ Total Pers Aircraft 

1945 10,096 54,253 110 30,598 95,057 9,417 

1946 5,265 Ql yd Tz 875 41,706 75,618 <2,300 : 
1947 2,510 18,543 1,265 235327 45,645 458 
1948 4,252 24,435 1,010 23,367 53,064 368 _ 
1949 2,421 14,190 671 19,108 36,390 381 

1950 2,437 13,809 913 17,961 35,120 366 

1951 6,198 44,940 6,320 18,398 75,856 668 

1952 8,758 64,446 10,314 14,784 98,302 1,025 

1953 9,494 T5477 11,410 19,605 116,284 1,509 

1954 11,415 67,645 21,817 20,488 121,365 2,32 

1955 11,696 79,738 D,lee* 39,882 136,475 2,096 

1956 10,386 69,024 2,709 24,423 113,477 2,027 

1957 10,571 69,853 2,504 20,575 103,503 2,021 

1958 8,956 57,612 2,524 17,990 87 ,082 1,011 

1959 8,594 58,329 2,638 18,299 87 ,860 1,635 

1960 8,988 57,342 2,827 18,504 87,661 1,338 

1961 9,569 67,909 3,024 18,430 93,932 1,595 

1962 8,594 54,311 3,161 19,019 85,085 1,426 

1963 7, 52,692 2,825 18,432 81,866 1,254 
1964 7 aif 49,665 2,765 16,450 76,197 1,079 

1965 7,320 48 ,807 3,032 15,277 74,436 985 


*This large drop in civilian personnel resulted from the transfer of 
USAFE's depots to Air Materiel Command. 


Year 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 


Off 
7,214 
6,870 
6,472 
6,151 
5,906 
6,265 
6,257 
6,261 
6,501 
5,965 
6,099 
6,398 
6,496 
6,678 
6,918 


Enl 
50,998 
49,633 
45,100 
44,187 
38,531 
40,730 
41,544 
41,317 
39,857 
39,955 
40,911 
45,289 
46,797 
46,654 
48,366 


US Civ 
1,784 
1,897 
1,975 
1,812 
1,760 
1,686 
1,678 
2yo18 
2,508 
2,492 
2,172 
25175 
2,185 
2,208 
2,378 


EN Civ 
15,093 
13,585 
13,427 
11,826 
11,022 
11,013 
10,367 
10,152 
10,077 
8,505 
7,986 
8,173 
8,213 
8,146 
8,324 


Total Pers 


75,989 
72,015 
66,974 
63,976 
57,219 
59,694 
59,846 
60,048 
58,943 
56,917 
57,168 
62,035 
63,691 
63,686 
65,986 
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Aircraft 


884 
730 
730 
730 
770 
770 
670 
670 
650 
750 
700 
830 
807 
802 
857 


Appendix IV 
AIRCRAFT INTRODUCTION DATES 


Date Unit 
24 Aug 78 81 TFW 
10 Jun 55 38 BW 
19 Nov 48 513 TCG 

5 Nov 55 513 TCG 
4 Apr 57 322 AD 
1 Nov 65 513 TAW 
4 Oct 65 81 TFW 
22 Mar 66 36 TFW 
5 Aug 69 32 TFS 
28 Mar 79 52 TFW 
21 May 76 527 TFTAS 
27 Apr 77 36 TFW 
13 Aug 48 36 FW 
18 Sep 50 36 FBW 
9 Sep 51 81 FBW 
14 Mar 56 36 FDW 
4 Dec 58 81 TFW 
28 Jan 59 36 TFW 
13 May 61 36 TFW 
12 Sep 70 20 TFW 
21 Jun 74 601 TCW 
28 Nov 56 10 TRW 
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